
Foreshortening

 
 
Create an art piece that uses foreshortening as a key component in the composition. Think 
about distortion and perspective in the space. Use color to enhance the feeling of the subject 
matter coming out of the picture plane. Objects that are farther away are bluer and less 
intense.  Warm colors make things come forward.  This can just be accents or hints of the local 
color turning warm or cool. Remember: all colors have a warm and cool version.  
 
fore•short•en: 1. To shorten the lines of (an object) in a drawing or other representation so 
as to produce an illusion of projection or extension in space 
 
Goals: 
Choose a challenging point of view from which to create your piece. Familiarize yourself 
with the correct way to see in order to draw to overcome inhibitions of such a challenging 
approach while observing a foreshortened figure. 
Limits: 
Must be in color. Work large enough to create a feeling of depth. 
Define the following terms in your sketchbook: (Include a visual reference.) 



 
Chroma 
Chromatic Value 
Pigments 
Hue 
Value 
Intensity 
Primary Color 
Secondary Color 
Intermediate Color 
Tertiary Color 
 
Artists to Examine: (Choose one to research and write about in your sketchbook, show 
examples of their work and give your opinion about their style and work.) 
Marc Chagall 
Jan Van Eyck 
Giovanni Bellini 
Deborah Butterfield 
Mary Frank 
Nancy Graves 
Rogier Van Der Weyden 
Andre Derain 
Camille Pissaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foreshortened objects 
Suggestions: Arrange a group of objects, one of which has a greater length and projection 
towards the observer. Magnify the length of this object so that it seems to reach the limit of, 
or beyond, the format. The other objects will occupy their normal spatial position. Utilize 
depth of field when observing your subject. Use color combinations that enhance the object 
around which you’re concentrating. Think about the subject placement.  
 
 
 
Three foreshortening studies from observation in pencil 

 
FORESHORTENING: a technique of amplified perspective, it is used to describe an 
object or item that is extending out in space, but pointed directly towards the viewer so 
that it appears shorter than we know it to be. 

 
Challenge: Create three separate studies of foreshortening on three separate sheets 



of paper (one on each page). Complete the studies by observing from life (no 
photographs allowed!!!), and in pencil on white paper. Your studies should fill the 
page, taking up at least 3/4 of the paper. 

 
Considerations/Notes: 

To help you: 
● Look at your negative space carefully 
● Remember the rules of space/hierarchy of spatial depth…that which is closest to 

you APPEARS largest 
● Understand objects will often appear “crunched” or “compacted” as they are 

moving towards you 
● IF it helps, create a PLANAR study, first creating a “box” to “fit” your object into first, 

so you can understand how it actually is coming towards the viewer in space (see 
below) 

●  

 



 





 

http://www.incredibleart.org/artroom/Nicole/figure2.jpg


 
 
 
 


