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ASSESSMENT 

We do in-process critiques using my “2 Glows and a Grow” model: Each student selects a 
classmate’s work that speaks to him/her and attaches three notes—two with what works, and 
one with what the artist might want to consider or change. There is also an evaluation form 
that prompts students to appropriately reflect on the learning at hand and provides space for 
them to comment on the process and how they feel their final piece turned out. There is also 
space for me to comment and give them a grade based on their learning and the final work. 

MATERIALS

•	 12"	x	18"	watercolor	paper	(two	pieces	
per student), watercolor palettes, brushes, 
water cups
•	 Baskets	of	materials,	including	salt,	alcohol,	
crayon resist, plastic wrap, pencils, oil pastel, 
netting, screens, masking tape, paper clips, etc.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

High-school “Art 1” students will ...
•	 learn	techniques	needed	to	make	
beautiful and creative watercolor paintings. 
•	 incorporate	their	grid	art	skills,	their	
direct observation skills and their watercolor 
technique skills into a final artwork.

PROCEDURES

1. Introduce the lesson by showing 
a Powerpoint on watercolor techniques.
2. Give students hand-outs of watercolor 
techniques.
3. Students will fold their first piece of 
paper into 24 squares, and create a study 
of various watercolor techniques and 
washes in each area.
4. Students will then lightly outline a 
contour drawing of flowers in a vase on 
their second piece of paper.
5. Students will grid out that paper lightly in 
pencil, creating 24 squares similar to their 
folded practice sheet.
6. Students will then begin to paint each 
gridded area using one of the newly 

learned watercolor techniques.
7. Students will look at the still life, but 
have the creative license to add their 
own	color,	textures,	etc.,	as	learned	in	
the first study.
8. Students will ensure that there is unity in 
the background.
9. Final artworks will be hung in a class 
display and critiqued. 
 
Note: This lesson is wonderful in that 
students are very proud of what they create 
and enjoy making the connections to some 
of their earlier assignments, while having 
the	freedom	to	experiment	and	learn	about	
watercolor media.


