
Blind Contour with Flare! 

Creating Masterworks out of the Mundane 

 
Objective:  Students will learn the blind contour technique using a fun and 

innovative approach to portraits.  Each student will have the opportunity to 

adorn their faces with unique materials and create multiple blind contour self 

portraits.  Color and pattern will be explored and abstract artists discussed. 

 

1.  Students will be provided with a sack of unusual materials such as string, 

glasses, stickers, etc.  I typically find dollar store items.  Each student will be 

given 3-5 minutes to create a living sculpture using their face.  To make it 

more fun we add a competitive edge, giving students an extra credit pass for 

the following: 

 

Most Creative Overall 

Most Unusual Use of Materials 

Most Interpretative (example a bug) 

 

  
 

2.  Once complete they will do 2 or more overlapping portraits.   The 

portraits must be life size or larger.  We currently use 18X24 drawing paper 

and sharpies.  Placing a paper plate over the working hand helps the portraits 

be more authentic.  Five to seven minutes each. 

 

 



3.  After the drawing are complete students are asked to use the following 

patterns within each space.  They are provided 3-5 markers (I make pre-

bundles).  These can be traditional color schemes or non traditional 

combination (I prefer).  Only one pattern or color per space 

 

Small dots and circles 

Outlines (touching the edge or floating inside the edge) 

Vertical or Horizontal Line (Thick or Thin).  Avoid diagonal.   

 

 

 
 

4.  The final step is to create inset boxes or a boarder to push the focal points 

forward and stabilize the pattern.  

 
 

Materials: 

Paper, Black Sharpie, Baggies, Mirrors, Waterbased Marker (we use 50 

pack Crayola thick/thin super tip).  This allows for weighted line. 



 

Blind Contour with Flare! 

Creating Masterworks out of the Mundane! 
Grading Rubric 

 

20 Points Each 

 

 

 

 

 Complex Double Blind Contour   _______ 

          

 Filled Space & Overlapped Drawing  _______ 

 

 Variety of Pattern with Craftsmanship _______ 

 

 Inset Boxes Create Balance   _______ 

 

 Overall Unity of Color and Pattern  _______ 

 

 

       TOTAL    _______ 

 

 

COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


